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peace. rum Worlds Women Christianarranging conference J

Workers will meet in London next April,
iTth? International Council oi Women wil hold

I convention to September in the Norwegian Storthing,

write. Hf tells of hundreds of American citins of
Saxon descent, from the Middle West jj::

from the South, who were hopelessly ignorant of all
ichool learning, and oi the many immigrants, from jf
f( n( lands, uho had Come to th in childhood and been
allowed to grow to manhood, without learning anythino
ol our language or methods of living. H then 2
dares .

l h. schoolmaster had quite failed these men of
whom I am writing and they were being care-- ; ,r
stead by the soldier. They were themselves ,iieri
Th uue getting, because they were Soldiei - tile
itruction which trie schoolmasters had neglected to nn
them. rhe3 had become soldiers largely in o '

r thti
they might thus learn. Not one of them babv
would ever have learned ti read and write I it

it is hoped.
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he had not Decome a soiaier. nr mis wa. th
educational center at Camp Upton that I wa
and in which 1 was thus finding human el.

formed into intelligent men, mere brawn eini
brain1

!1 this is alarming enough in its truth;
most alarming part of the article to me is Mr. I son .:

plea that the government provide for the pet; iiiation
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noise in our own country.
The other day I read a plea made b a prominent

man of wealth in New York for the private schools.

Ht was begging the graduates 0i these schools to help

the institutions by contribution and declared: IIH

mduates oi private schools, in the mam. belong to the
wealthier class. What WOllld be more titling or worthier

than for them to take steps to meet the present needs ot

these school! and to make provision tor Mich pensions as

shall provide for the future oi the older teachers?
These generous days would make Mich action timely and
possible.'

These 'generous days" that this gentleman refers
to are unknown to most of us, unfortunately, It Ins

plea is heeded, it the wealthier and cultured
clas.se give all their support to private schools, neglect-
ing the interests of the public ones, how can our great
public .school education have proper maintenance and
direction: The public schools of our country are in-

deed gasping tor life at this moment. Teachers ot
merit and power are no longer ahle to live OH the small
salaries accorded them. According to Mr. Lane. Secre-

tary of the Interior, more than 143,000 public school
teachers have resigned their places in the United States
(luring the past year. Mr. Lane declares that "this
greatest bulwark against the spread of Bolshevism
through the United States is crumbling." re the teach-
ers to be blamed tor leaving their posts? Rach of us
can recall in our .school lives some i

spiring ami conscientious man or

for reconstruction which every member pledged herself
to carry out on her return to her home country. Then
there was the International Working Women's Con-

gress in Washington, where the old cry for protection
for women in industry was utterly annihilated and the
new one of equality in wage and opportunity in every
trade and profession was raised by Miss MacArthur.
the leader of the working women's deputation from
Great Britain. "We take all labor to be our province."

ir platform declared and added their demands for an
ht hour working day. for a half holiday and one

rest day per week, for the abolition of all child labor,
tnd a better and equal education for children of all

classes throughout the world.
This spring, the International Woman Suffrage

the organization and members of which
l. th f the International Women's Congresses were
held, 1 to have its first meeting since 1913, at Madrid.
Spam. One of the most amazing and encouraging signs

i the the Latintor the new world-in-the-inaki- way
countries have recognized the need of women in their
government control. Italy has already granted full
suffrage to women, one of the reasons expressed by the
legislators being that the presence of women in Parlia-

ment would subdue the violence of the Socialists, while
their power of thinking would arouse the conventional
formalism of the clerical party. Spain has active wo-

men suffrage organizers and it is said that they helped
in winning the eight-ho- ur day which has been granted
to all workers in that country. Hiss Chrystal Macmillan.
rec retary of the International Woman Suf
frage Alliance, has just left for Spain. In a newspaper

rview before her departure, she stated: "Our 1920

convention will be important because, for the majority
of delegates, it will be the first time that they represent
enfranchised women. It will alo take place at a time
when practically the whole world is sloughing an an-

cient skin and casting about for a better garment. Ideals
and ideas that once were considered absurd are now
accorded respectful consideration. As the Interna-
tional Woman Suffrage Alliance stands for progress and
purity in national and international affairs as well as
for the political emancipation of women, the decisions
of this convention will undoubtedly influence the re-

shaping oi 0 ffltinents and countries in the right direction.
"The I at iti races in regard to their women have,

up to the present moment, been most reactionary. Re-

cently, however, much headway has been made in
Spanish-speakin- g countries: and we are now receiving
applications for membership from Uruguay, Nicaragua,
Cuba and Mexico, which in the la t year or so have
formed women's suffrage
associations of their own.

and extension "i this recruit educational system m the
army. In other words, he suggests that we : d w thr
army that it may recrutt young men to give three years
of their lies m learning the military mind, in order
that the) nun ham tt) read .and write English and
become acquainted somewhat with American laws and
government

C ould there be a more dangerous menac the
public school system and to future peace than this? The
military mind has brought the world to where it is
in contusion, starvation and strife. And lo! we are
now to blame the school teacher for our Citizens' ig-

norance and to take away from him his control of
education, putting it into the hands of the army for
ma hre production of more military minds.

f!i I J I present to Mr. Johnson the statistics
given by Dr. Augustus 0.
Thomas. State Superin

tendent ot Public Schools
in Main. Says Dr.
Thomas : "Out ot ; i.im)

teachers in the t'nited
Mates 143,000, it esti

Jr- - mated, left the profession

man teacher who could have earned
more outside of the .school room.
who .sacrificed money interest tor hi
or her love of humanity. Are we to
allow this sacrifice to continue, when we
know that the only cure for the disca c

of the world can he fottnd in the in
fluence of such men and women
teachers of the young? At present w

cannot blame the highest type, mental

I ' msi jrmii in uic i our
years of war the grad-
ual s of normal schools in

I'nited Stateshthe thirty per cent.
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We are havmg our con-

ference in Madrid tln
year because our Spanish
-- inters have informed US

that the conservative party
in Spain has drafted a bill
to enfranchise women
which will be presented
during the next parlia-
mentary session. Our hold-
ing the convention in Ma-

drid will give an impetus
and be a great help to the
suffrage movement in
Spanish countries. We will
not only have enfranchised
delegates present but. we
hope, women members of
Parliament from England,
the United States. Canada.
Norway. Finland, Den-
mark, Holland. Iceland,
Germany and Austria As
there is now also an
enormous move ra e u t
among the women of the

sitioiis are without trail-
ers or tilled by teachers
below the standard, and
yet we never have in the
history of America rea-
lize I. as we do now, the
illation of education to
free government, nor have
we realized before as now
what our schools mean t

our country. claim

about five million i-

lliterates. The school has

something to do Only

.sixty per Cent of tin chi-

ldren who enter the el-
ementary school ever com-

plete it; only forty per

cent of those fth
plete the elementary -- oiool

niter high ch and
only five per cent these
complete the con; i

Arc we to blame the

teachers for this c :tion,
or ;tri' we to h!..' OUT
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(C) U. 4 U. government for I tn"
forcing child lab laws,

for not establish i i
partment ol education and for not properly imbursing

East, we expect to have
d legates present who will
represent Parsees. Hin-
dus, Mohammadans and Christian Indians."

When aked as to the program of this
Miss Macmillan said that plans were not
pleted, but named the following questions

imen
us and

congress,
yet com-o- n

which

puoilC Hinds, S,, that our best type ot men ami
may receive sufficient remuneration fer the 01

nerve-rackin- g work of teaching? In place of M

on's suggestion tor bettering education, let

PALACE OF PEACE AT THE HAGUE.

and spiritual, for leaving the teaching profession for
other fields. Not only are their salaries, in some east- -,
below the wages of street cleaner ; but their liberties
arc few and they are often denied, by narrow and un-
educated school boards, the right oi expressing thtir
beliefs or opinions, even outside of the classroom. At
the recent meeting of the merican Federation of
Teachers in Chicago, the assembled body passed the
following resolutions

'AVe deprecate all attempts to limit thr constitutional
rights of any citizen to free speech.

'AVe urjje that history and other textbooks contain
more material on industrial and social facts and prob-
lems, as distinguished from political and militar u.
currenccs, and urge publishers to note the importance
of such emphasis"

TMIKY iiirtluM- - iUkUmjI i ti "'vj mill ikcu oi generous sym
4 ....... I .. .1. .1. 11 aidinv aim mean u-a- irtin oilier. 1) e( L'rf sim.port in

gogical
constructive w,rk. deplored the lack ol peda
standards and the dearth of trained i,

and hoped for the elimination of administrative in

that ot i
-. Thomas :

"Just now the United States Congress ha before
it a program ( r an expenditure of $9S9.578.75r r the

army, and $MJ.al ,So4 for the navv. or a total of

$1,531,610,561. lint all the states in the L'nion ( tlbined

are spending leu than halt' of this amount on the
education ol twenty-fo- ur million oncoming itixens.
Only ah . it $400,000,000 yearly gt.es for tcacln : ft'SgeS.

Few wise people place more money in the caskcl than
they do bl the jewel. 1 would Spend more m H t,,r
education in a democracy than for war. Thr coming
generation will call us to reckoning unless we provide
tor them the elements of individual success at national
strength. Will the coming generation be worth tin COStf

Let the women of the country and of tin- - world
unite with Dr. Thomas in his demand for more ot ur

wealth t !. Spent upon education than upon military
preparation. Today the enlightened thought of nun
a- - well as ,,i women realiaes that force and militarism
Can in themseh accmplisb nothing. The nessaRC
"t the Prime Ministers of the British Commonwealth
was published a few days ago for the English people
It was signed by Lloyd George, of Great Britain;
RW li B rd n. of I U ada V M Hughes, oi rUS
traha; General Louis Botha, of the l'nion of gotttn

frna; W ,v nf Nw Zealand and K JNput( . of Newfoundland The message declares that
Neither education, science, diplomacy, nor cot

merctal I prosperity, uhrn allied with the belief in "J,-
-

terial forci u the ultimate power, are reat founda-
tions tor the ordered development o! the worlds hte

' ' Otjr own beloved America, the fitful tiro "
progress lit by our thinking men and women In wrmf"
Mid spoken utterances, in all educational ways, arc

importai I decisions would be made.
1. Emancipation of women in those countries where

the vote has not yet been won. The Alliance will de-
cide how to help women of such nations to attain their
political freedom.

J. Marriage laws, guardianship and rights of chil-
dren. These differ in various countries and only in one
has the married mother equal parental rights with the
father. Under the new German Constitution, passed
in July, in the drafting of which thirty-eigh- t women
mei b Parliament took part, there is now equality
of the sexes in marriage, including parental and property
rights.

Industrial and professional status of women,
is thi p iwerful trade unions that must be dealt

with. Women must be allowed to enter on the same
basis as men. They must have equal opportunities and
equal pay for equal work. The Danish Kigsdag has
rec ently passed a bill embodying the rule of equal pay
for women in all positions under the state.

4. Widows' and mothers' pensions.
5. Women in the League of Nations and the status

oi women throughout the world. Nothing short of ab-
solute equality will satisfy the International Woman
SufTragr Alliance.

11 na1ity of married women. The war
showi to be of paramount importance; and

'here is woman's reform on which it is so
women should internationally pull to- -

ether. A law has just been passed in Canada to en-- a

married woman to apply for nationalization in-

dependently of her husband The important point is
that woman should have the same right to retain the
nationality of her birth as man. She should lose it
only on the same conditions as a man. Canada is thr
only country where woman may as yet have that na-
tionality independent of her husband."

In closing the interview, Miss Macmillan said: "The
future is brighter than, ever before. Apart from the

competency from school work, as well as the pow r and
Pressure of monied and political interest Their codeof ethics ends with the following statement:

AVe pledge ourselves to coiwrw. promote and
P rpetuate all those ideals that emphasise human riKlu-an- d

to further, in every legitimate wav. the progress oiour beloved country toward its high destiny her, and
in the councils of the world "

Surely this educational bodv would rise in indigna-
tion at the accusation oi Willis Fletcher fohnson
against the schoolmaster, published in the North Ameri-
can Review for January. He makes it in an article called
Students at Camp Upton," wherein he relates th.- &

plorable fact, known by all welfare workers with thearmy, that twenty-fiv- e per cent of our young men of
military age were lOttnd to be illiterate, "so illiterate

themat mey couici not sign their own names or read
Constitution of the United States." mwing; and the name that soon will blaie from h- -

contact t ' v th,. I . . c i ; ( iii .... us hv it- - "
thehe tHls of a yo,,nr American from

who joined the army to 1, am to read and
1 "I llll, Will 3luminati n which proceeds from love and so is
trn" ,

' light f r all humanity,


